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About APOYO 
 
APOYO is known for its work as a food pantry and clothing bank. In addition to healthy, ethnically-
sensitive food and clothing, we can sometimes offer household items, hygiene supplies and pet food. 
We partner with community organizations to offer financial support and provide referrals for other 
resources. For more than 20 years, we have offered a safe place where people can become better 
empowered to care for themselves and each other. At APOYO, people from different cultures and 
socioeconomic backgrounds meet one another and can establish supportive connections and 
friendships. 
 
We are located in Ellensburg, currently at the campus of Central Washington University. We serve clients 
from communities across Kittitas, Grant and Yakima Counties, most of them immigrants from Mexico 
and Central America and migrant workers in agriculture. In rural Central Washington, im/migrants and 
people of color are often misunderstood, feared, resented and harassed. We are regionally recognized 
as a resource they can trust. We also serve low-income communities, most of them trailer parks in 
Ellensburg and Kittitas, and CWU students and houseless people in Ellensburg. 
 
Our long-standing partnership with CWU enables APOYO to offer intercultural education to CWU 
students. We offer internships and research and volunteer opportunities.  
 
2021 was a year of transformation. By mid-2020, we had learned how to serve during the Covid-19 
pandemic by rearranging our space to accommodate social distancing and reorganizing our food 
distribution system. In 2020, we were challenged to acquire sufficient food to address significantly 
greater needs. By mid-2021, we had routines in place and volunteers trained to enable us to acquire and 
store more food.  
 
As 2021 proceeded, we were successful in distributing more food and expanding the scope of aid we 
offer. With grant support, we were able to hire two half-time employees: an Administrative Assistant to 
help our full-time volunteer Executive Director, and a Program Assistant to organize social and 
educational events. 
 
Food distribution 
 
APOYO receives food through Northwest Harvest and with funding from the Washington State 
Department of Agriculture Emergency Food Assistance Program (EFAP). In 2021, APOYO distributed 
127,495 pounds of food to between 155 to 442 households per month. (Please see attached data sheet.) 
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We typically serve more households from November to March, as work opportunities in agriculture are 
few. 
 
Services 
 
In 2021, we continued our work empowering clients. We translate and interpret for Spanish-only 
speakers. We help families communicate with health care providers and teachers. We challenge 
predatory landlords. Sometimes we can provide cash for emergency relief. We continued our work 
connecting clients with essential services for such things as housing, health care, legal representation, 
and education. We expanded our capacity to do this for more people by developing more supportive 
relationships with other organizations and funders. 
 
2021 highlights: 
 
To address housing insecurity, in the winter of 2020-21, we partnered with HopeSource as a sub-
contractor in the Washington State Department of Commerce Eviction Rental Assistance Program. 
APOYO was awarded $27,830.25 to distribute to landlords to prevent evictions.  
 
After receiving an award from the Kittitas County Community Covid-19 Recovery Fund ourselves, APOYO 
assisted Fund organizers with processing community members’ applications submitted in Spanish. 
 
Partnering with the Kittitas County Health Department and Kittitas County Health Network, we 
organized Covid-19 vaccination clinics. 
 
With an award from the Yakima Valley Resilience and Response Fund, we were able to provide $150 
checks to 166 families and purchase hygiene supplies and diapers to distribute. 
 
We were able to gift a donated mini-van to one of our community leaders to distribute food boxes in 
Grant County. This adaptation to the pandemic made it possible for people there to get food without 
coming to Ellensburg to get it. This endeavor continues with the award of a Washington State 
Department of Agriculture Flexible Funding grant we will use to purchase a cargo van. 
 
Grants and awards 
 

• Group Health Foundation Community Learning Grant 

• Group Health Foundation President’s Fund Award 

• Harvest Against Hunger Refrigerated Capacity Grant 

• Kittitas County Community Covid-19 Recovery Fund Award 

• Puget Sound Energy Award 

• Washington State Department of Agriculture Flexible Funding Grant 

• Yakima Valley Community Foundation 2021 Kittitas Strategic Grant 

• Yakima Valley Resilience and Response Fund Award 
 
Our 2021 statement of financial position and 2021 tax return are available upon request. 


